94.  LETTER TO STED HUSSA1W

January 30, 1919

In wishing you success in your new enterprise, I would like to
say how I hope your writings would be worthy of the title you have
chosen for your journal; and may I further hope that to a robust
independence you will add an equal measure of self-restraint
and the strictest adherence to truth? Too often in our journals
as in others do we get fiction instead of fact and declamation in
place of sober reasoning. You would make The Independent2 a power
in the land and a means of education for the people by avoiding
the errors I have drawn attention to.

Tours sincerely,

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary.  Courtesy: Narayan Desai

95.   LETTER TO 0. S. GHATE
January 30, 1919
I was glad to receive your letter although it is a doleful one, I
was wondering why I did not hear from you* My eye is fixed on
Ali Brothers. I am simply waiting for the result of the Govern-
ment inquiry* Nothing should be done until the Report of that
Committee has been presented to the Government. Is the inquiry
over? If as a result of the inquiry the Brothers are not released, the
time for action will have arrived. The responsibility [of] taking
such action as will be necessary I know rests on my shoulders and if
I am at all well I shall not allow a single moment to pass in
taking action and from the present state of my health I have every
reason to hope that within a month's time I should be able to
take up this work if it becomes necessary* My medical adviser
expects me to take fully three months' rest outside India after he
discharges me. But for the sake of this work, I should certainly for-
go the three months* rest. I agree with you that the new Bill3
for the preservation of internal tranquillity is damnable and
1 In reply to the following telegram from Syed Hussain on 29-1-1919:
"Independent appearing fifth Feb[ruar]y. Kindly send autographed message for
publication first issue."
2 English daily from Allahabad
3 The Rowlatt Bill
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